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A friend of mine named Paul received an expensive car from his brother as a Christmas present.On Christmas Eve when Paul came out of his office,a street urchin(顽童)was walking around the shining car.“Is this your car,Paul?”he asked.
Paul answered,“Yes,my brother gave it to me for Christmas.”The boy was surprised.“You mean your brother gave it to you and it cost you nothing?Boy,I wish…”He hesitated(犹豫).
Of course Paul knew what he was going to wish for.He was going to wish he had a brother like that.But what the boy said surprised Paul greatly.
“I wish,”the boy went on,“that I could be a brother like that.”Paul looked at the boy in surprise,and then he said again,“Would you like to take a ride in my car?”
“Oh yes,I’d love that.”
After a short ride,the boy turned around with his eyes shining,said,“Paul,would you mind driving in front of my house?”
Paul smiled a little.He thought he knew what the boy wanted.He wanted to show his neighbors that he could ride home in a big car.But Paul was wrong again.“Will you stop where those two steps are?”the boy asked.
He ran up to the steps.Then in a short while Paul heard him coming back,but he was not coming fast.He was carrying his little crippled(残疾的)brother.He sat him down on the step and pointed to the car.
“There he is,Buddy,just like I told you upstairs.His brother gave it to him for Christmas and it didn’t cost him a cent.And some day I’m going to give you one just like it…then you can see for yourself all the nice things in the Christmas windows that I’ve been trying to tell you about.”
Paul got out and lifted the boy to the front seat of his car.The shining-eyed elder brother climbed in beside him and the three of them began an unforgettable holiday ride.
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When I was a foreign teacher in China,every day I taught English to my students and they taught me about China.One day the topic turned to saying“I love you”.I was shocked to learn that not one of my students had said this to their mothers,nor had their mothers said it to them.“Does your mom love you?”“Of course,”they answered.
“How do you know?”was my logical question.They responded that their mons cooked and always told them what they were doing wrong to show their caring.I was stunned.So mon’s cooking and criticzing read out as“I love you”.“Then how do you say‘I love you’to her?”They agreed that getting good grades,followed by god jobs would be how they showed their love.
I come from a culture where most people are expressive enough,so I repeated these queries in classes over time.Gradually,I began to get different response.Some of them had exchanged those sentiments with their moms.
One of my favorite stories of change came from a girl.When she came home from university,her mother met her at the door and hugged(拥抱)her.This had never happened before,but her mom said,“Now that you have gone I have more time to myself.I noticed that in some places mothers and children hug each other and I decided it was a good idea and that I would begin hugging you.”
In my family we all say“I love you”a lot.While it is true that we often say the words without having great depth of feelings at that moment,it is almost like a blessing we give each other.Those three little words carry a world of meaning,even when said as a greeting,but most especially if they are the last words we say to or hear from those we love.
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All the mice met together in a council against a fierce cat."We cannot live because of the cat.There must be some ideas to get rid of it.""Please tell us your ideas."
But despite the enthusiastic discussion,they were unable to come up with a good idea.The oldest mouse advised the other mice,"It would be nice if someone let us know when the cat is coming."Having no good ideas,they were just studying each others facial expressions.
At that time,the youngest mouse confidently said,"If we tie a bell around the cats neck,we will know when the cat is approaching so we can run away."Everyone agreed to the young mouses opinion.
Then,the leader mouse replied,"That is a good idea.If we tie a bell to the cat,we will be able to run away in advance.But,who is going to tie a bell to the cat?"
After hearing the leader,all the mice became quiet.No one wanted to tie a bell to the cat.The young mouse that offered the idea slowly read the others faces and left the meeting.
